JOHN F. KRATTLI
County Counsel

TO:

FROM:

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY COUNSEL

648 KENNETH HAHN HALL OF ADMINISTRATION
500 WEST TEMPLE STREET

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 50012-2713 * TELEPHONE
(213) 974-1861
FACSIMILE
July 17, 2013 (213) 229-9924
TDD

(213) 633-0901

SACHI A. HAMAI
Executive Officer
Board of Supervisors

Attention: Agenda Preparatiog/

PATRICK A. WU QW

Senior Assistant Counti* Counsel

Item for the Board of Supervisors' Agenda
County Claims Board Recommendation

Basilia Vazquez v. County of Los Angeles

Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 467 564

Attached is the Agenda entry for the Los Angeles County Claims

Board's recommendation regarding the above-referenced matter. Also attached
are the Case Summary and the Summary Corrective Action Plan to be made
available to the public.

It is requested that this recommendation, the Case Summary and

the Summary Corrective Action Plan be placed on the Board of Supervisors'

agenda.

PAW:rfm

Attachments

HOA.995272.1



Board Agenda
MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS

Los Angeles County Claims Board's recommendation: Authorize settlement of
the matter entitled Basilia Vazquez v. County of Los Angeles, Los Angeles
Superior Court Case No. BC 467 564, in the amount of $235,000 plus waiver of
the hospital bills in the estimated amount of $20,307 and instruct the Auditor-
Controller to draw a warrant to implement this settlement from the Department of
Health Services' budget. '

This medical negligence lawsuit arises from injuries sustained for care and
treatment received by a patient while hospitalized at the LAC+USC Medical
Center.
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CASE SUMMARY

Al

. INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION

CASE NAME

- CASE NUM;3ER

COURT

DATE FILED

QOQNTY DEPARTM'EN'I;

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT

ATTORNEY. FOR PLAINTIFF
COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY

~ NATURE OF CASE

HOA.923262.1

Basi'lia Vazquez v. County of
Los Angeles.

BC 467564

Los Angeles Superior Court -
Central

August 15,2011

- Department of Health Services

$235,000, plus waiver of the
hospital bill in the estimated

‘amount of $20,307

Douglas A. Rochen, Esq.
Kabateck Brown Kellner, LLP

Narbeh Bagdasarian

~ Senior Deputy County Counsel

* On August 11, 2010, Basilia

Vazquez, a 32-year-old female,
underwent an endoscopic

" procedure at LAC+USC Medical

Center ("LAC+USC") to remove
her gallbladder stones.

On AuQU‘st 15, 2010, she returned
to LAC+USC with complaints of

~ fever and nausea. [twas

discovered that her small intestine
had been injured, probably during

- the August 11, 2010, endoscopic

procedure. The LAC+USC staff
immediately repaired the intestinal -.
injury, and Ms. Vazquez
recovered.



PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE

PAID COSTS, TO DATE

»  HOA.923262.1

Basilia Vazquez brought a medical
malpractice lawsuit against the
County of Los Angeles.claiming
that the LAC+USC staff were
negligent in performing the
August 11, 2010, procedure.

$65,462

$11,315



"Case Name: Vazquez, Basllia-

T AT O E C e v e _55"';"‘? A A
K oo N A e P A N L q ) et ,:'
e gmfﬁaryG‘OHWﬁ\lhj\ ?(c:ftmﬁ;.;n-[ag:ﬁ;,
-.. ."’-..{;,.,' Bl e LN R RN .s‘-:.. - . -" ol oty :,} ,..{ 4
Catfgdp e e I S e pw b kg T r R ) il

The intent of this form is to assist departments in wilting a corvactive action plan summary for attachment

to the settiement documents developed for the Board of Supeivisors and/or the County of Los Angeles-

Claims Board. The summary should be a specific ovenview of the claimsflawsults' dentified root causes
and comective aclions (status, ime frame, and responsible parly). This summary does not replace the
Comective Action Plan form. |If there Is a question related to confidentiafity, . pleass consult
County Counsel, . } ' . :

Date of Incident/evant: 8/11/2010 .

.{ Briafly provide a deseription |:On August11,2010, Basilla Vazquez, a 32-year -old female, underwent
of the incident/event: an andoscoplc procedure at LAGHUSC Medical Center ("LACHISC') to
* | temove her galibladder stones. '
On August 15, 2010 she retumed to LACH+USC with cor:r\plalnts of feyer
and nausea. It was discovered that har small intastine had been injured,
probably during the August1122010 endoscopic procedure, The
LAG+USC staff Immediately repaired the Intestinal Injury, and Ms. .
Vazquez recovered.
Basllia Vazquez brought a medical malpractice lawsult against the °
County of Los Angele clalming that the LAC+USC staff were negligent in
performing the August11,2010 procedure. '

4,  Briefly describe the root cause(s) of the clalm/iawsuit:

.Bowel Injury related lo abdorhinal surgery.

2. Btiefly describe r'ecommehded corrective actions:
{invlude each corrective actian, dhio date, raspoinsible party, and any discipiinary actions ¥ ppropriate)

« The facility revised and improved thelr processas related to the management of patients
following gastroenterology procedures and tracking revisions to ordered radiclogical exams.

o The facllity provided education regarding the management of fluld output from gastrointestinal
tubes. .

« QIPS evaluated the process In place at applicable DHS facilities for the management of
gastrointestinal stents and notifying ordering cliniclans of subsequent revisions to requested

. radiological exams, All applicable DHS facillties have a process in place for managing

gastrolntestinal stents. All applicable DHS faciiities have, or are In the course of developing, a

procass for communicating changes to ordersd radiologicaf exams.

..




County of Los Angeles
Summaty Corrective Action Plan

3. State If the corrective actions are applicable to only your department or dther County depariments:
{if unsure, please eontact the Chlef Executive Offics Risk Maﬂaocmenl {forassistance)

B Potentially has County—wlde lmplicaﬂons.

D Potentially has an implicabon to other departmeits (Le., all human services ol safely

departments, or orie of more other departiments),

X Doesnot appearto have County-widé or other department impﬁcaﬁons

'Name: Risk Manager tc:w-arsw '
m% y /’7

Signature: " ?,/_ /ﬁ

Date:

1/ /o/ /32

[ Name: (ﬁ[pa ent Hood)
. 2? o _anah

Document version: 3.0 {Janury 2010)

Signature: Date: /
' 2| Bln
7 717
' bhtof Execuitive Offico Risk Management
Léz? @osﬂ‘mdﬂﬂ O -
ngnature. Date: . »
(—¥-13
(74
| Page 2.0{2 '

PO T TR R

FUTUUIPEp P I PRI

et w

PSRN empere R I

-

A A o & dass ¥





